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The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories
of barren couples who were miraculously granted the gift of
children by God. Surely the best known among these is the
first reading from today, from which Luke took inspiration
when he recounted the miraculous birth of John the Baptist
to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more miraculous birth
of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each instance, we are given
examples or role models of those who trusted in God. More
than examples of those who trust, they are models of self-
surrender. They abandoned their own presuppositions and
prejudices about the workings of the world and turned their
lives over to belief in a God who can make life grow where
none ought to; a God who can turn death around into a new
and unimagined life; a God who can, today, take a tiny
child of humble parents in an insignificant town and make
him into a light for all the world. This is what we, as God’s
holy family, are called to do each day: to trust not in our-
selves and the way we think things should be, but to open
ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to a God of end-
less promise.

Happy New Year!

Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Barbara Kampf

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Bob Kleinknecht
Joan Massotti
George Parowski
Nicole Trotta

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
TO GROW IN HOLINESS

All Christians are called to holiness. “Be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). These are
tools on which every Catholic can rely to attain greater ho-
liness

Daily prayer. God meets us in a very real and present way
when we come to him in prayer. Start in the morning and
pray throughout the day.

Weekly Mass. The Mass is a sacrifice and a meal. We
receive Jesus’ body and blood as a real food for our souls.
He said, “For flesh is food indeed and my blood is drink
indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides
in me, and I in him” That’s why we call it “Communion.”

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT

The Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth at St. Walburga Monas-
tery will host a Vocation Discernment Retreat from January 5
through 7 for single women ages 18 to 55. For more infor-
mation, please contact Sr. Rosemary Kenny, Vocation Direc-
tor, at 908-352-4278 X206 or by email
at Rosemaryosb@bensisnj.org. The Spirituality Center at St.
Walburga Monastery will also present two refreats for lay
Catholics in January: “Wintering With God” - a morning mini
retreat - will be held on Thursday, January 4, 2024, from 9:15
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and “Thomas Merton-Contemplative Activ-
ist” takes place January 26 to 28. To learn more visit: https://
bensisnj.org

THE KNIGHTS CORNER

Our next monthly council meeting will be
held on Monday, January 8th, starting with
a social gathering at 6:30pm, followed by
our business meeting at 7:00pm. We en-
courage all Brother Knights to attend, es-
pecially those we haven’t seen in a while.

A new statue of Blessed Michael McGivney was unveiled
and dedicated Dec. 8th in the Hall of American Saints at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, D.C., with Cardinal Christophe Pierre
and Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori presiding.
The statue will share the K of C founder’s mission of unity
and charity with the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who
visit the shrine annually.

Happy New Year to the entire St. Gabriel community!!

Did vou know? Millions of Americans gather around their
television sets (or on the streets of Times Square, despite
freezing temps) to watch the ball drop at the stroke of mid-
night each year. Kicking off in 1907 to ring in January
1908, New York Times owner Adolph Ochs created the
event to draw attention to the Times’s new headquarters,
and it’s been an annual spectacle and one of the most popu-
lar New Year’s Eve celebrations ever since.

However, in Brazil, people usually go to the beach since it’s
the summer there. Immediately after midnight, you’re sup-
posed to jump seven waves while making seven wishes.
The tradition is rooted in paying homage to Yemanja, the
goddess of water. Before you get in the water, you’re sup-
posed to wear all white, as it symbolizes purity.

If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights of
Columbus, contact a current member or send us an email at

knights(@stgabrielsr.org.




THE HoLy FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

ﬁ] n Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Aurora & Ken Kelly
In memory of the So & Kelly Families
Bob Re, Pat Scorese,
John Marra & Family
Tony & Marguerite Riario, Tina Raia

Doris Jergensen
In memory of Bill Jergensen

Dale, Karen & Steph Smith
In memory of Catie Smith

Brian & Nancy Trim
In memory of Ernie & Jeanne Sutkowski

Lucille LaSala
In memory of Antone LaSala

Edward Norton
In memory of the Brennan and Norton Families

Rimvida Obeleniene
In memory of Cibai, Obeleniai, PlindZiai, Liutvinai,
Cervinsklai Families

Kathleen A. Gallagher
In memory of Breeje Ryan, Sr. Kathleen,
Rogan O’Carmel, Fr. Desmond Quinn

Angela Scorese
In memory of Pat Scorese

Emmanuel & Zenda Lai
In memory of the Garcia & Lat Families

John & Debie Rossi
In memory of Mike & Eileen Rossi, Jean Moore
Cookie Roni Pirano

Anita & John Fiorino
In memory of Lucille & John Fiorino
Catherine & Jimmy Damato

Dean & Filomena Zanedis
In memory of the Miele-Zanedis Family

Maria Beatriz Baldovino
In memory of Alicia Baldovino, Alberto Baldovino

Mr & Mrs Anthony Scrimenti
In memory of Bob & Frances Scrimenti
Patrick & Angelina Massaro

% In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones

Barbara Clyne
In memory of Mr & Mrs Danile Clyne
Mr & Mrs. Chris Jansen

Anna Mattessich
In memory of Jerry Mattessich
Antonia & Offtavio Bussanich

Margaret & Marco Minuto
In memory of the Minuto & Moscatello Families

St Joseph Regional High School
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HELP US TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU

The parish uses a communication system called Flocknote
to send email and text messages to parishioners. If you
have not been receiving emails or texts from the parish and
would like to receive them, please call the parish office at
(201) 327-5663 to give your contact information.

FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the collection for December 17 was
$13.,567.00. Thank you for your generosity and God bless
you and your families.




DECEMBER 31, 2023

Mass  Infentions

SATURDAY, December 30, 2023
9:00 AM Christopher Maita
5:00 PM Christopher Maita

SUNDAY, December 31, 2023
8:00 AM William A. MacDonald
10:00 AM Philip A. Ross, Jr.
11:30 AM Christian Hobbis
5:00 PM For the People of the Parish

MONDAY, January 1, 2024
9:00 AM For the People of the Parish

TUESDAY, January 2, 2024
6:30 AM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Robert Benetti

WEDNESDAY, January 3, 2024
6:30 AM Lois Giugliano
9:00 AM William McGovern

THURSDAY, January 4, 2024
6:30 AM Mary Connolly
9:00 AM Richard Cancilla

FRIDAY, January 5, 2024
9:00 AM Alberto Sanchez

SATURDAY, January 6, 2024
9:00 AM Tara Hamilton
(Living Intention)
5:00 PM Tiffani Loughnane

SUNDAY, January 7, 2024
8:00 AM Alfred & Beverly Nash
10:00 AM Marie Palmeri
11:30 AM Richard Stefanacci
6:00 PM Patricia Straut

++’f-lN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the
week of December 31 is for Brendan Cole requested
by the Maita Family.

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be
lighted during the week of December 31 for Brendan
Cole requested by the Maita Family.



FREE Pest Control Service || =y Melody
Call John, Kapture Pest Control, - Zima
at 201-630-8000, mention that DEE:.:S;::; :;E:rgim

VOI.I'I'G a parkhim to get gl 35+ vears Experience
CIPS

Yﬂurﬁm peSt control service Broker Give Melody a Jingle!

Associate

free w/ any 12-mo plan _825-
syl RE/MAX TS

SADDLE RIVER  melodyzima@gmail com

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

ADT | puverzed | SafeStreets 833-287-3502
Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

AD CREATOR STUDIO
.

4lpi.com/adcreator

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Paid training

* Some travel

* Work-life balance

* Full-Time with benefits Contact us at

« Serve your community careers@4lpi.com or
www.4Ipi.com/careers
- |
(pi] St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374




BECKER FUNERAINME

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD
WESTWOQOD, NJ

201-664-0292

J We do Quality Wovk...

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior Remodeling
Kitchens & Bathrooms, Generators - Snowplowing

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Robert Mattessich
Parishioner

201-493-9340
topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

MARINO’S PLUMBING, INC.

)} 7 ..- ra ¥
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A BETTER CAR AND LIMO SERVICE

AIRPORTS - CITY - LOCAL
Tim O'Reilly - Peter O'Reilly
201-664-3326

CHAUFFEURS NEEDED I-_leatlng & NC
WORK WITH US Service & Installations
Serving Bergen

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

FREE

AD DESIGN

with purchase
of this space

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Douglas Shaller

dshaller@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6458

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT_
ORGANIZATION NEED e sevszrvea™
ANEWSLETTER? 5 _

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



